150

Purification of the soul is the next stage of realization. This
is described by Umapati as surrender of one's efforts, (tan pa/}!
nJttal), Though Umapati terms the phrase, 'tan pay niital'
somewhat negatively, the significance implied by this is
positive- Meykandar phrases it in positive terms, as 'irai pani
wral' which state occurs after one passes through the surren-
der of agency- Surrender of one's efforts is a negative way of
expressing "thy will be done'. The soul surrenders itself by
doing the wh'1 of God. The point to ba noted here is that the
soul must renounce the sense of even') serve'. Here the soul
leave? everything to God and is not even conscious of serving.
The upper limit of spiritual realization is described as atma
Wham. This is explained as immersion in the experience of
of Being given by the Divine knowledge. This results as the
culmination of self surrender and union- This state of immer-
sion in the experience of Being constitutes the content of
liberation and bliss is concretely present in it. This state is
different from the preceding state of not doing anything but
by the will of God (^e^ffn^srnrsb ^WT^E? ^6WOT)p3iq^
QyuJUJu ^BSso) where there is only a foretaste of bliss which
arises as a negative consequence of dissolution of p^a'

Umapati explains the continuity of the three levels of
experience i.e., atwa darSana, atma suddhi and a^wa Wham, He
says, that if God is known by the soul, then it can perceive itself
by being itself. To understand the importance of this, he recalls
how the soul knows with help of Divine wisdom- The soul
cannot know anything with the help of its own faculties* The
soul is limited constitutionally and it can know only through
the means of manifesters of knowledge (,vyanjakas). In the
state of bondage, the soul knows with the help of instru""
ments of rnQya and in the state of release, it knows with
the help of Grace. Thus it can know only with the help of
instruments either in bondage or in releaese. Even when the
soul is aided by the Infinte knowledge, the soul has only finite
knowledge. It can know or experience only one by one- This
is the reason why the soul is said to be a finite knower